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OBJECTIVES:

• Provide a portrait of the Orthodox Jewish community

• Provide overview of health trends & barriers to care in this 

community

• Discuss efforts in targeting misinformation and providing 

information

• Describe recommendations for improved vaccine 

confidence and uptake in insular communities



E.M.E.S. INITIATIVE FAST FACTS

❑ Formed in 2019 in response to NYC measles outbreak

❑ Nurse-led health outreach organization

❑ Non-profit organization providing health education and outreach 

to all with a distinct focus on insular ultra-Orthodox Jewish 

communities



ORTHODOX JEWISH STATISTICS

• Nearly 1.09 million Jews live in New York 

• Orthodox Jews make up approximately 500,000 people in the 

greater New York area, including Rockland County and Orange 

County

• Religion is a way of life

• Community is everything

(UJA Federation, 2015).



HEALTH ACCESS TRENDS

• Health insurance coverage and healthcare access are high

• Many religious and community organizations exist to help 

with existing medical problems

• Despite this engagement: Lower preventative medicine and 

screenings

Brooklyn Rockland 

County



PREVENTIVE HEALTH 
BARRIERS

Competing Priorities
• Large families
• Frequent Holidays 

& Sabbaths
• Long clinic wait 

times
• Stressful 

appointments

Misinformation

• Vaccines unsafe

• VPDs are benign

• Targeted misinformation by 

“bad actors”

Health Literacy
• Flaws in perceived 

risks and benefits of 
vaccination

• Vaccines are victim 
of own success

• Poor access to 
accurate health 
information 



HEALTH 
MISINFORMATION

Magazine ads
Bus stop ads

Zoom meetings
Whatsapp/memes



E.M.E.S. FORMATION

• Measles outbreak in 2018-2019, >1,200 cases reported, thousands 
unreported
• MMR uptake in Rockland County in 2017 was 77% (2017–2018 New York 

State School Immunization Survey)

• Formation of E.M.E.S. Initiative to combat misinformation and provide 
health education
• Grand rounds in NYC hospitals

• Vaccine education seminars for local Jewish providers

• Health fairs in Rockland County and Brooklyn

• In-house vaccine education workshops

• Creation of P.I.E. magazine (100,000 copies of abridged version mailed in 
2019, full version completed recently)







COVID VACCINATION RATES

• In Orthodox zip codes 11219, 

11230, 11211, 11206, 11249:

• 71% of adults are fully vaccinated, 

compared to citywide 88%

• 19% to 33% of children 5-17 are 

fully vaccinated compared to 

citywide 60%



CURRENT PUBLIC HEALTH 
BELIEFS

• Loss of trust in government

• Loss of trust in public health

• Loss of personal freedoms

• Feeling targeted

• Increase in anti-Semitism



Ongoing Work: Two-Pronged Efforts

■ Tailored immunization programming: target feasible barriers to 

vaccination, including access, education, vaccine experience

– Increase communal engagement to normalize and encourage 

immunizations

– Use mobile/home vaccination, vaccine clinics, health fairs, 

incentives

■ Vaccine hesitant: Shift vaccine education to the web for scalability

– COVID increased web accessibility for many

– Create content to be used as adjunct to P.I.E Magazine and allow 

for interactive learning and Q&A



GOALS

• Improve trust in public health

• Improve access to immunizations

• Improve immunization experience

• Improve health education and dissemination

• Normalize immunizations



Questions?


