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Objectives

• Discuss the burden of vaccine-preventable childhood diseases 
including COVID 

• Communicate vaccine science to parents and patients effectively
• Comfortably explain the clinical rationale behind childhood vaccines
• Collaborate with school nurses to increase vaccination rates



No financial relationships to disclose



Preventing 
Disease with 
Life-Saving 
Immunizations

Vaccines for 
Children Act 
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Figure 1. Impact of Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) vaccines on 
incidence per 100 000 children <5 years old in the US, 1980-2012
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Figure 2. Estimated annual incidence per 100 000 children aged <5 years of 
Haemophilus influenzae type b infection in the United States, 2000–2012 
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Communicating vaccine science to parents



COVID-19 and kids: How 
mRNA vaccines work

American Academy of Pediatrics (Copyright © 2021)





Talking about the COVID Vaccine

• Inquire about specific questions
• Share my decision-making process

• My story
• Meaningful data

• Safety
• Efficacy
• Variants

• Reputable sources





Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  COVID-19 Vaccine Interim COVID-19 Immunization Schedule for Ages 5 Years and Older. April 2022. 













https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/05/23/metro/more-than-one-five-boston-public-school-children-may-be-virtual-dropouts/



Collaboration 
with school 

nurses

Improvement school health services

Addressing social determinants of health

Management of chronic conditions

Feedback on treatment plans 

Education for about need for medical visits






