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IDEA Part B: Requesting 
an IEP/504 TEAM 
assessment and 

understanding the 
timeline: Just do it

Navigating Roadblocks 
to IDEA Part B 

Assessment: How to 
work with parents and 
advocate for testing

The 504/IEP Process: 
Understanding the 

School’s Team 
Assessment Report  with 

Dr. Howe

The 504/IEP Process: 
The Anatomy of an IEP 

and What a 
Pediatrician Can Look 

For with Dr. Canale

Early Intervention 
Services in  

2024:Referrals, Care, 
and Communication

With Emily White

Meet the Early 
Intervention General 

Program Directors

Sharing IDEA Part B and 
Part C  Cases

How to support parents 
before, during and 

after developmental 
diagnosis 

Let’s Learn About PPAL 
Supports; 

Who/What/How of 
Autism Diagnosis in MA  

(April 15 TODAY)

ABA and Autism 
Therapies In Early 

Intervention

(guests) April 29

Autism Resource 
Centers (planning)

Our MCAAP Lunch and Learn Journey Since October 



H O W  D O  I  
A C C E S S  O R  
S H A R E  P A S T  
M O N D A Y  
D R O P - I N  
C O N T E N T ?  

Find past videos and hyperlink-

powered slide decks at 

https://mcaap.org/cme/
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Look for your biweekly web invitation in an MCAAP member email every Monday morning. 
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d1cd93071be2d
0001425ed6/t/5d4843d48560f6000154d7d3/15650170
48408/Autism-Omnibus-Law-Fact-Sheet-08062014.pdf

Autism Omnibus Bill (2014)

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d1cd93071be2d0001425ed6/t/5d4843d48560f6000154d7d3/1565017048408/Autism-Omnibus-Law-Fact-Sheet-08062014.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d1cd93071be2d0001425ed6/t/5d4843d48560f6000154d7d3/1565017048408/Autism-Omnibus-Law-Fact-Sheet-08062014.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d1cd93071be2d0001425ed6/t/5d4843d48560f6000154d7d3/1565017048408/Autism-Omnibus-Law-Fact-Sheet-08062014.pdf


W H O :
    - I S  B E I N G  D I A G N O S E D  

W I T H  A U T I S M  I N  M A ?
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Massachusetts data from the Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education (DESE) for 2003-2021 shows 
that the number of individuals with autism enrolled in 
special education rose from 4,876 in 2003 to 26,180 in 
the 2021-2022 school year. 

MassHealth implemented coverage for ABA in June 
2015. MassHealth FY2019 spending on ABA was 
$109,171,065. In FY2021, MassHealth spent a total of 
$140.5M on ABA services for 6727 members. In FY2022, 
MassHealth spent a total of $185.4M for 7,917 members 
whose age is broken down in the table, below. 

Age # of children served
0-5 3,493
6-12 3,457
13-20 967
Total 7,917

In FY22, MassHealth authorized 125 dedicated speech 
generating devices (SGDs) to individuals with ASD and 2 
non-dedicated devices (iPad). Utilizing ARPA funding, 
MassHealth has partnered with Mass Advocates for 
Children and Speech Language Pathology providers to 
develop and implement a process to improve access to 
non-dedicated devices. This new process will allow 
providers to maintain a stock of non-dedicated devices 
and cases to allow children to test them and, once 
authorized, get a device directly from their provider. 

Tidbits from 2022 Autism 
Commission Report

https://www.mass.gov/doc/2022-annual-report-of-
the-autism-commission/download

https://www.mass.gov/doc/2022-annual-report-of-the-autism-commission/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/2022-annual-report-of-the-autism-commission/download


W H O :
    - C A N  D I A G N O S E  

A U T I S M  I N  M A ?
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https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2014/
Chapter226

Session Law - Acts of 2014 Chapter 226

Section 10H.  Subject to the availability of federal 
financial participation, the division shall cover 
medically necessary treatments for persons 
younger than 21 years old who are receiving 
medical coverage under this chapter and who are 
diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder by a 
licensed physician or a licensed psychologist. If 
federal funds are available to the commonwealth, 
said coverage shall include, but shall not be limited 
to, services for applied behavior analysis 
supervised by a board-certified behavior analyst 
and dedicated and non-dedicated augmentative 
and alternative communication devices, including, 
but not limited to medically necessary tablets.

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2014/Chapter226
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2014/Chapter226


W H AT:

    - A R E  T H E R E  R U L E S  
A B O U T  H O W  T O  D I A G N O S E  

A U T I S M  I N  
M A S S A C H U S E T T S ?
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https://vimeo.com/918025598?share=copy

From The Autism Insurance Resource Center 

https://vimeo.com/918025598?share=copy
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https://www.ohsu.edu/sites/default/files/2019-
04/ASD%20DSM-
5%20Parent%20Interview%20Final%20%281%29.pdf

Examples of Easy to 
Administer Parent Interviews

https://www.ohsu.edu/sites/default/files/2019-04/ASD%20DSM-5%20Parent%20Interview%20Final%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.ohsu.edu/sites/default/files/2019-04/ASD%20DSM-5%20Parent%20Interview%20Final%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.ohsu.edu/sites/default/files/2019-04/ASD%20DSM-5%20Parent%20Interview%20Final%20%281%29.pdf


H O W :

    - C A N  G E N E R A L  
P E D I AT R I C I A N S  

S U P P O R T  D I A G N O S I S  
A N D  C A R E  O F  A U T I S T I C  

Y O U T H  W I T H O U T  
D I A G N O S I N G  A U T I S M  ?  
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Prescribe Diapers Covered by 
Insurance

Review IEP With Family

Provide Documentation 
Of Autism Diagnosis 

From Your EHR

Refer Families to 
Parent Support 

Agencies 
(nonprofits)

Show the Application for 
DDS and SSI

Refer to Speech 
Language After School

Help with Safety/Wandering 
Issues

Connect the parents to 
the district SEPAC

Refer the Parent to 
the Regional 

Autism Resource 
Center

Refer Parents 
to Autism 
Insurance 
Resource 
Center

What Can a General Pediatrician Do OTHER 
THAN Diagnosing Autism? 

Refer to a 
Specific SLP 

For AAC 
Assessment

Everyday 
ABA?
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H E L P  F A M I L I E S  W I T H  S S I  B E N E F I T S

• https://www.ssa.gov/disability/Documents/SSA-1171-KIT.pdf

• https://www.ssa.gov/disability/Documents/Factsheet-CHLD.pdf
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https://www.ssa.gov/disability/Documents/SSA-1171-KIT.pdf
https://www.ssa.gov/disability/Documents/Factsheet-CHLD.pdf
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That parents be provided with information and 
educational materials regarding (1) their right to request 
longer day services to be considered as part of their 
child’s special education IEP services, (2) potential after-
school programming to enable students with ASD to 
participate in extracurricular/non-academic activities and 
community-based services along with their non-disabled 
peers, and (3) the DDS/DESE residential prevention 
program (subject to availability). The subcommittee 
recommends that this information be developed by 
DESE and the Federation for Children with Special 
Needs, with input from this subcommittee, as part of the 
Federation’s Parent Training programs and materials.
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The Insurance Resource Center for Autism and Behavioral 
Health
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https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/Patient_Care/Spe
cialty_Care/Pediatrics%20-
%20Autism/ABA%20Referral%20Process%20for%20Care
givers_Final.pdf

The ABA Referral 
Process 

https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/Patient_Care/Specialty_Care/Pediatrics%20-%20Autism/ABA%20Referral%20Process%20for%20Caregivers_Final.pdf
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/Patient_Care/Specialty_Care/Pediatrics%20-%20Autism/ABA%20Referral%20Process%20for%20Caregivers_Final.pdf
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/Patient_Care/Specialty_Care/Pediatrics%20-%20Autism/ABA%20Referral%20Process%20for%20Caregivers_Final.pdf
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/Patient_Care/Specialty_Care/Pediatrics%20-%20Autism/ABA%20Referral%20Process%20for%20Caregivers_Final.pdf
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https://www.bmc.org/pediatrics-autism-program/parent-
training-everyday-aba

WAITING FOR HOME ABA SERVICES? A Valuable Resource from Boston Medical Center & New England ABA

https://www.bmc.org/pediatrics-autism-program/parent-training-everyday-aba
https://www.bmc.org/pediatrics-autism-program/parent-training-everyday-aba
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https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/2022-
11/Navigating%20Autism%20Spectrum%20Disorder_
%20A%20comprehensive%20guide%20for%20familie
s%20%281%29.pdf

https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/202
3-
12/%5BEnglish%5D%20Safety%20Guide%
20.pdf

https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/Navigating%20Autism%20Spectrum%20Disorder_%20A%20comprehensive%20guide%20for%20families%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/Navigating%20Autism%20Spectrum%20Disorder_%20A%20comprehensive%20guide%20for%20families%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/Navigating%20Autism%20Spectrum%20Disorder_%20A%20comprehensive%20guide%20for%20families%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/Navigating%20Autism%20Spectrum%20Disorder_%20A%20comprehensive%20guide%20for%20families%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/2023-12/%5BEnglish%5D%20Safety%20Guide%20.pdf
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/2023-12/%5BEnglish%5D%20Safety%20Guide%20.pdf
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/2023-12/%5BEnglish%5D%20Safety%20Guide%20.pdf
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/2023-12/%5BEnglish%5D%20Safety%20Guide%20.pdf


Pediatric Mental Health Competencies and HELP 
Work in Autism Care Too!

HOPE

EMPATHY

LOYALTY

PERMISSION

LANGUAGE
PARTNERSHIP

PLAN

https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/144/5/e20192757/38256/Mental-
Health-Competencies-for-Pediatric-Practice?autologincheck=redirected

https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/144/5/e20192757/38256/Mental-Health-Competencies-for-Pediatric-Practice?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/144/5/e20192757/38256/Mental-Health-Competencies-for-Pediatric-Practice?autologincheck=redirected


• Discuss what your practice might want to do first

• Get familiar with resources for families WAITING for an autism 

assessment and those who ALREADY have an autism diagnosis

• Engage with the families and ask them what their BIGGEST 

challenge is. That is what they need the most from you as a 

pediatrician.

• Reach out yourself to agencies to learn more about an issue 

and that will help with the next three patients. 

• Keep your ears open. Those of us more involved with early 

childhood mental health and autism are working on this and 

are meeting to create sustainable options for primary care 

diagnosis. 
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Interesting in learning more about 
Autism in Primary Care Pediatrics? 

Please reach out and let the Chapter 
know so we can devote resources to 

supporting your work. 

This autumn, the Chapter will launch a 
Primary Care Autism Task Force. Please 

reach out to me at 
Madocforkids@gmail.com if you are 

interested in joining. 
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