
MCAAP Monday Drop In Lunch Bunch: 
“Leveraging Community Services To Support Your 

Patients’ Learning and Developmental Needs”

October 30,2023:

IEP/TEAM assessment timeline:

Helping parents overcome barriers 
when requesting testing and 

accommodation

With MCAAP President: 
Mary Beth Miotto, MD, MPH



Monday Lunch 
Bunches this 
fall and on..

16 Oct.

IDEA Part B: 
Requesting an 
IEP/504 TEAM 
assessment and 
understanding the 
timeline: Just do it

30 Oct.

Navigating 
Roadblocks to 
IDEA Part B 
Assessment: How 
to work with 
parents and 
advocate for 
testing

13 Nov.

Reading an IEP for 
information and to 
support your 
families (With Dr. 
Yamini Howe, 
Developmental 
Behavioral 
Pediatrician)

11 Dec.

Following up IEPs 
and 504s with 
Parents

8 Jan.

Part C IEP 
Services, Early 
Intervention: 
When, timeline  
(With MA Early 
Intervention 
Director Emily 
White)



Raising 
Parental 
Awareness of 
Their Child’s 
Educational 
Rights in the 
US and 
Massachusetts

https://www.massadvocates.org/

https://www.massadvocates.org/


Get to know 
the process &  
offer links to 
help parents 
learn the 
process

Parent Understanding of the Process: 
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-
c2.pdf

Are Special Factors Getting in the Way or 
Supporting Services?
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/php-
c221.pdf

https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-c2.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-c2.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/php-c221.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/php-c221.pdf


Understanding How 
Each School  District 
Works



How do pediatricians build a map for themselves and the 
families in their community?
 -Use the internet
       -Ask families already involved in Special Ed for guidance
       -Reach out to the district SPED PAC
       -Reach out to the District Director of Special Ed 
       -Ask for a contact list each time you speak with school staff
       -Ask school nurses; they’re usually on Student Support teams

Holyoke Special Ed Contact List: :https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/3179/HPS/2284978/HPS-Pupil-Service-
Contact-List-Website-SY21-22-ENG.pdf

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/3179/HPS/2284978/HPS-Pupil-Service-Contact-List-Website-SY21-22-ENG.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/3179/HPS/2284978/HPS-Pupil-Service-Contact-List-Website-SY21-22-ENG.pdf


*Play Detective
*Build a Contact List
*Ask for Introductions
*Keep Track of District-      

Specific Processes
*Use the Phone When Needed
*Create a “Contact Me” Fax 

Cover Sheet that Invites 
Outreach

*Work on your “Consent 
Forms”/Release of 
Information



Getting support 
from local and 

statewide 
nonprofitshttps://fcsn.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/03/School-

Options-Special-Education-ENG.pdf

https://fcsn.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/03/School-Options-Special-Education-ENG.pdf
https://fcsn.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/03/School-Options-Special-Education-ENG.pdf
https://fcsn.org/


Getting support 
from local and 

statewide 
nonprofits

https://ppal.net/information-and-tools/
https://ppal.net/information-and-tools/
https://ppal.net/information-and-tools/


MASS ADVOCATES
https://www.massadvocates.org/

https://www.massadvocates.org/


Getting support 
from local and 

statewide 
nonprofits…or even 

out of state

 

https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/php-c159.pdf

Help parents 
describe their 
concerns in a 
meeting OR a 
request letter

https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/php-c159.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/publications/specedrights.asp
https://www.pacer.org/publications/specedrights.asp
https://www.pacer.org/publications/specedrights.asp




Are you concerned 
about IEP eligibility?

That’s not REALLY 
your job at the initial 
request for 
assessment…

But here is the 
process map your 
district SPED will use: 
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