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Special Education Law is organized

around the following six principles: What are the major
principles of special

education laws?

1. Parent and Student 2. Appropriate
Participation Evaluation

[Fgfl
g ducation Brogeam

et 4. Free and
Appropriate Public
Education (FAPE)

5. Least Restrictive
Ervironment (LRE)




The IEP has seven sections.

Parent and/or Student Concerns.
Vision Statement.

Present Levels of Performance.
Measurable Annual Goals.

Service Delivery Grid.
Schedule Modification and

Transportation.
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Talking about
|IEPs:

The disabilities
that are deemed
eligible for
IEP/SPED services
in the US

https://www.oe.massed
u/sped/definitions.html

STUDENT PROFILE

Massachusetts Chapter

The student is identified as having the following disability or disabilities. Include all that apply.

[JAutism

[0 Communication Impairment

[J Developmental Delay (ages 3-9)
[J Emotional Impairment

[J Health Impairment

[ Intellectual Impairment
] Neurological Impairment
[J Physical Impairment

(] Sensory Impairment
(] Hearing
O vision
[ Deaf-Blind
[ Specific Learning Disability

English Learner
Has the student been identified as an English learner?

OYes ONo

If yes, describe the student’s English Learner Education program, English as a Second Language services, and progress toward English language proficiency

benchmarks:

Identify any language needs and consider how they relate to the student’s IEP:

Assistive Technology

Does the student require assistive technology devices or services?

Oves Ono

If yes, this need will be addressed in the following section(s) of the IEP:

l:_] Accommodations/Modifications
[ ] Goals/Objectives

[ ] services Delivery Grid
[_] Additional Information
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The
Massachusetts
Special Education
Eligibility
Determination
Process Map
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School District Name:

School Digfrict Address:

School District Contact Parson/Phone £:

Special Education Eligibility/initial and Reevaluation Determination

Student Name:

DOB8:

1DY:

Date:

A. Froosed through the flowohart until an aligibliity determinstion Ic resohed.

1. Daes the student have ane ar
mare than ane disability?
e Aubi=m

Student is not eligible far
Special Education but
may be efgble for other
services in other
programs

If yes, indicate disability
type(s)

no

¢  Develogmental delay
o ntelectuasl
o Sensory: Hearing, Vision

Deaf-Blind
o Neurclogical
s Emational
¢ Comemunicatian
o Phy=cal
o Specific Learming
«  Health

yes »
2. (a) Is the student making effective yes

progre=s in the general education
program? In the case of 4 three.
year reevaluation, would the
student continue 1o make effective
progre=s in the general education
program withou! special education
senvices?

o ]

£. Ancwoer thic quaction for all ctudents.

I parert satsfied with
schoal evaluation?

yes no
Continue Discuss Extended
forward as Evaluation and
previously rights % an
discussed Independent
Educational
Evaluation.
KEY EVALUATION FINDING S

ANDI/OR NEXT STEPS

2. (b} 15 the fack of progress & result
of the student’s deability?

no

—

yes ’f

2. (c) Does the studen! requirs
special education anddar related

services 1o make effeciive progress

or o access the general education
curricudum?

no
D-—-O-

Student is not eligible for
Special Education but
may be elghble for
accormmodasan(s) for
disabiity{ies) under
Sectian 504 of the
Rehabiltation Act ar may
be aligible for ather
sarvioes in other
programs

- T

THE STUDENT IS ELIGIBLE FOR
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Masosschusetis ESE

| Sgecwmil Educion Elgbaly Oukermnation - NEVISED {2r%22)

=01

=



Individualized Education Program EP Dates: from

Student Name DCB:

Service Delivery

What are the total servos delivery needs of this student?

Ircdodi seracach, tekeiod servce s, progoer Mmodhcal tns and susports [nchdng sau e batdencnd supparte, school pasonaed e=dor poiere
THEIrRSUsPOMN | Servoes whoud el 1he stadart n ruacheng 159 gosde, 10 ba et S prognicier 1 e genand cunrcuiuare, W paricpde n
ead tmres sl ren aciederrec o vy ad 10 alow e staxdent o partazeie wel nond S kel wder b whde workang lomards 159 godds

SchoolDetnctCywle: B sawoycke B cawoycke B 1w0dyocke B oher
A. Concuttstion (indireet Bervioec to fahool Perconmel and Parentc)

Fragauncy and
Dumto=iPur Cycha

Typa of Fragauncy and End Due

o e i i o S Tl s W IEP Service Delive ry Grid

sSemwven Dumiosifur Oyeha

A- Consultation: not direct services

C. Spooial Eduostion and Relatnd 3arvicecs Im Other Botfinge (Diroot Service)

B- Direct services in the general
education classroom

Foces on Typa ol Frugauncy and End Dus
(e T sSemwven Dumiosfur Oyehe

C- Direct Services outside of the
General education classroom

Usza muitiple coples of this form as needed.

EPC
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Massachusetts Chapter Individualized Education Program

Student Name

INCORPORATED IN MASSACHUSETTS

American Academy of Pediatrics Nonparticipation Justification

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN® % the student removed from the general educaton classrcom at any time? [Refer 1o |[EP 5—Service Dellvery, Section C.)

B no B ves f yes, why s removal considered critical 1o the student s program?

IDEA 2004 Negunios 20 U S C. 4812 |a) (2)520: " ramoval al chidres ath dosibrddes bom the redaler edusidons snyronmaent occus
omily when he nure ar saverty of [he Saaliy al 4 chidd o sach Pal edacaton = mgubir chisse s wth the use of sepplemaeniary axds and
servens caenct be schaved satvacinrdy.” (Ervphusee sdded. |

Schedule Modification

dhorter: Does this shudent require a shorier schocl gay or sharter school year?

P'acement c.onsent Form 2 SChOO' aged PI"1 . B v B ves — shorter day B ves — shoner wear f yes, answer the questions balow
Aged 5 (enrolled in klﬂdergafteﬂ) aﬂd aged 6 thfough 21 Least restrictive Longer: Does this student require a longer schodl day or a langer school year %o prevent substantial loas of previously
IEP Dates leamed skils and /! or substantal dMousty inreleaming skils?
= - B e B ves — coger day B ves — onger yoor f yes, answer the questions below
Special Education Team - Educational Placements nding Placement . o
. ’ : . & . How wil the student’s schedde be modied? Why Is this schedule modfcation beng recommended ?
.1:;2 :::‘gszlgeg::;;f{;;;wxssg:fmv'ded oulside $e genersl education classroom Full Inclusion Program f a longer day o year is recommended, how wil the school districl coordinale Services Crass program companents?

The team identified that IEP services are provided outside the general education classroom | . c TR .

at least 21% of the time, but no more than 60% of the time.

The team identified that IEP services are provided outside the general education classroom Substantially Separate
for more than 60% of the time, Classroom A Transpoﬂation Services

The team identified that all IEP services should be provided outside the general education Separate Day School - Does the student require transportation as a result of the disabilty{les)?
classroom and in a public or private separate school that only serves students with O Publicor [J Private y B No  Regukr transpetaton will be provided In the same manner as it woukl be provided for students without disaniites. It

disabilities. S the child s placed away from the local school, transporttation wil be pravided

The team identified that IEP services require a 24-hour special education program. Residential school

The team has identified a mix of IEP services that are not provided in primarily school- Other: Most restrictive B ves Special ransportation wil be provided in the followng manner:
based seﬂings bUt areina neutral or communlty-based setting u ona ft?.lﬂf tansportation venche wih the fObDal')Zj modficatong andior speciaired equpment and precastons:

B on a special transpartation venicke with the foloming modficatong andior speciaized equpment and precadtonsg:

Afer the leam makes a ranspotation decison and after a placement decision has been made, a parent may cheose 1o
provide transporiation and may be aligbie for reimbursement under cenan croumsiances. Ay parent who plans o transpon
their child to school should notity the schod’ district cantact persan




Individualized Education Program (1EP) (EP Dutes: from 09/ 2072002 o 09192023
EU—— | vos [N <00 00 S
Stuadcas Namc Dos Bdent Lo

Individualized Education Program (1EP) 1EP Dutcg. Sruan D402 1o (9192023
iG] B

Nonparticipation Justification

‘ 2 .
Service lkh‘“,\ b e student removed from e peneral odecation classroom ot any e ™ (refer 10 [EP § service delivery, section C.)

What are the twotal service delivery secds of s student” No D If yes, wivy is remeval consadered antcal % the stadents progeam”

bec bude sorvices, relaiod servicos, program meodilicatons ssd swpports (inclading posgive bohan wral suppons. schood porsoonct wad o s remin od froen the geoeral education seting in oeder 1o revery ¢ stensive speech and bngusge asd occepational thesapy in onder
parent trainang vapports ) Sorvices should assst the student i roachimg 1EP goals. 10 be involvad and progross i the genessd csrw wlum, o e & de \ckmcxm.dzh\ disabuliry i o .
o particgute so exbucurnou e nosacedenmic oot fies snd %o allow the student o purtwipate weh scadusedled sudents while working

towand LEP goals ) ) i ) L1 oy i e regu

lonel covisomment occues omly whem the satisre or seventy of the desabidiny of & chid s sach that ofucation & regule

School District Cyele:  The I £ lomentary School s om o S-day oycke !
) classcs Wil the use of sepplomcntary ands and scrvicos canmcd be acineved satisfaciondy * (Emphass added )

A. Consultation (Indirect Services te School Personacl and Parcnts)
Schedule Modification

Shorter: Docs s stadent soguere o shorter school day o shorter school yeur?
No services in thas gnd

B. Special Education and Related Services in General Education Classroom(Direct Services) Nold]  Ves-ShomcsDay[]  Shamcryew ] W yes, smswer e questions below

yvpe of Service a
mmmmm * Loager: Duoes this stdent require & longer school day or kages sohool year W prevest substantial lows of previcssly lessned dills

s o sulstaataal Jufliculty in relcaming salls?
No services (n thas gnd
' \-D Yo - Longer Day D Longer ye If you, asswer the questions below
C. Special Education and Related Services in Other Locations (Direct Services)

How will the student's schedude be msodifiad” Why s s schedule ssodification deing secommnended” I & longer Sy or yeur s recom-
meadod, how will the school EsInct commdinaie services airins poogram componesss
Scusaca () of D ssan- J
wofs) cach per Sduy -.II attend schnal for o sandard whool day

Cyee
Specal Bd Teacher $ Sewson (5) of 3D sun Beocawse u-pv.\ul moods, she s cnrolicd in the Exsended Schoul Year program. As explasation o given below
wtefs) cach per Sduy
evele The toam & progosing Boston Public Schoals Exsended Year Program duc w0 regressacs of skills. Pascent will be notifiad o & later dase
Resdng Wniking Skills Spocul Bd Teacher | & Scwsaom (5) of 3D man- | 0920 2022 U919 2023 of proposod Extesded Your Program school sse. dates snd bowrs
wiofs) each per S-duy
Ly
Self Regulation Skalls Specaal B4 Teacher 3 Scvaca (») of 30 sun- 19 2023 Tnn‘mm“m m‘m
weis) cach per S-duy
oyele
Resdng Wnnng Skills Spocial Bd Teacher S Sowaon () of 30 sun- | 0712
wefs) cach per Sduy

Does the stodent reguire trangportaton o o resudl of the Esabalityl xes)!

[0 Ne Regular wsnsponation will be provided s the sume manser a5 it would be providod for stadonts without
duabilties. 1f the bl & placed awey Bom Se eal school, Bassporttion will be provided

cveie

Seif Regulaton Skalls Spcvaal B4 Tescher S Scaaon (5) of 30 mun- | 07/ 1002023
wels) cach per Sday m You Spovial Tossporutws will be provuded s the Sollowing mannet
cyele D on & reguler trarsportation vehecke with the following modilications sndor specaalized cquipencot and

Specch and Languape Services o () o PeC I o

wefs) cach per S-day
cvede ] om a special tansportation velucle with the Sallowing mod floations and\oe spocialized eguipaent sed
Okcupationsd Therapy Occspational Thes- 2 Scesaon (5) of 30 man- | 09200022 3 PeC AL o
apest wtofs) cach per S-day Doow %0 Do
L\\."
Specch snd Langeage Services 3 1 Sessscn of 30 mun.
wefs) per Sday cycke

1EP & - Massachesetts DOE Indevaduslized Edocaton Progras

Massachusetts Chapter

INCORPORATED IN MASSACHUSETTS

American Academy of Pediatrics

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN®




Individualized Education Program (1EP) IEP Dates: Srom 092002002 10 09/ 192023
Sl N ———— 0o code 00 [N

State or District-Wide Assessment

Fill out the table below. Consider amy state or districtwide assessment to be administered during the time span
covered by this IEP. For each content area, identify the student’s assessment participation states by putting an X in
the corvespanding box for column I, L or 3. Dutnct Woting Asscsamncst, MCAS

1. Asscamiicnt Partucqpas- 2. Asscamincit Pacticipen- 1. Asscssimcat Pasticipat-
on Student partacepeics = e Student pamticipeiss on. Shadost participates in
on-detinand 1oating usdcr oo -demand 1odimg With acc abicenste asscismest 10 Shas
routine conditsons o thes ommodations & thes comtent | content area. (sec below)
comlesd arcan wed (see Below)
Content Arcas

English Language A
History sl Social Scaonces
Mathematacs

Scenee and Technology
Rombay

Accommodations for State or District-Wide Assessments:
Alternate Assessment Justification

e natuse sad complexity of B student’s cogative disabality prescnts sapnifecast bamcns of chalienges © standundired
owlang

IEFP 7 . Massachuoms DOE Indeviduslizod Edecation Progres

The Assessment
Requirements and
Additional

Information

Individualized Education Program (I1EP) 135 nm“x 2002 w (/192023
' e -

. poR

Additional Information

Inclade the Sollowmnyg wasate mformatacn: the astcipated gradustion dule, & sttcincsl of (nlcssgeacy Pespons-
inlings or neoded lekages. the docusson of tmasier of rghes of loast once your hefore age of magonity. asd @ ey
comendabion for Chagter 6588 Referral

Docamnest cfforts %o oblas participation of o parest sed of stndent Sad met aticad mocting o provide npat

Mocwnd wthar rudovant TET sndosinatioon tnt pecvimasly sacd

As per the Massachusetts Bullying Prevention and latervestion Law, MLG L . T1, 370, the Team

discussed the student's disability as it relates to social interactions and determined that the student:
o vulnerable to ballyeng, burasament, or Someng cfher 25 & larpet or an agpressor. This determunation wis coased-
ered with B¢ &evelopment of thes IEP

[Z] & oot velacrsble 0 bullying harsssment or teasing elther s o target of s sggressar. However, i ot vy post |n
the future, such concems anse, the [EP Tosm will rocoovene 10 disouss and % addeess slills acoded 10 avosd and
respond % bullyang @ the IEP. The whole school bullying prevention cumicubum s peovaled w all studens

Angmentative snd Alternative Communication: Are there any significant concerns about the student’s
necess to his'her curremt curmiculum given the accommadations and services that were discussed at the
Team meeting?
Please seloct ome of the followmg chonces for Augmentanve and Alomatne Comemumcabon
L No Coocerns
7] The isaod communscation supports and scoommodatuoss are heing wsod 10 morcase lnaguage il snd
commun stice for fanctional sccess 10 the curmcahem
D The stadent has the communication skills necossary % sccows the carrculam
E] 1 Yes, 10 address these concerss an Augmentative and Alcmatne Conununication cossslltion evaluation will be
reqjuesiod
The followng comocrns wese exprossed dunng the mecting

Awsistive Technalogy: Are there any significant concerns about the student’s access to hiv'her current
curricalum given the accommodations and services that were discussed ot the Team meeting?
Plense scloct one of e followmyg chances Ror Assistive Tochmobogy
L. No Concerns
Plesse refor 0 the listed UDL tools and ssstnuctosal stnstcgics sepports acted @ PLEP A and B bang ssed o
ncrease stadead’s funcional scccss 0 the curmioslem.
[:] 2 Yo, 10 address these concorss an sssasiive tochnolopy consulasos cvalumtion will be regquested

The following comcerns wese expressed dusing the meeting

P S - Massacheets DOE Indeyvidusiisod Edecation Progres
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PARTICIPATION IN THE GENERAL EDUCATION SETTING

Can the student’s educational needs be met in the general education setting, with or without the use of supplementary aids and services?

O Yes O No
If no, provide an explanation of the extent to which the student will not participate in general education. Include a description of the specific supplementary aids
and services considered before determining that the student would be removed from a general education class or activity.

SERVICE DELIVERY

Include specially designed instruction, related services, and supports based on peer-reviewed research to the extent practicable (including, if applicable, positive
behavioral supports and support/training for school personnel and/or parent[s]). Consider providing services in general education settings before considering
other options.

Goal Type of Service Provided by Frequency/Duration Start Date End Date
Number(s) List job title __x__minutes per ___-day cycle

A. Consultation (Indirect Services to School Personnel and Parents)

Massachse Ch

INCORPORATED IN MASSACHUSETTS

American Academy of Pediatrics

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALLCHILDEENRY

SERVICE DELIVERY FOR EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR SERVICES
Describe the specially designed instruction, related services, and supports that the student needs to avoid substantial regression during summer break and to
continue to make effective progress.

Goal Type of Service Provided by Frequency/Duration Start Date End Date
Number(s) List job title inutes per ___ - day cycle

A. Consultation (Indirect Services to School Personnel and Parents)

B. Special Education and Related Services in General Education Classrooms (Direct Service)

Extended School Year Transportation Services

@ Transportation will be provided in the same manner as it would be for students without disabilities. (Please note that if the student is placed in a program
located at a school other than the school they would have attended if not eligible for special education, transportation will be provided.)

O The student requires transportation supports and/or services as a related service.
(O student will be transported on a regular transportation vehicle with the following assistance, attendants, modifications, and/or specialized equipment and
precautions:
Specify the disability-related need(s) that require support(s) during transportation (e.g., seizures, a tendency for motion sickness, behavioral or
communication difficulties):
(O Student will be transported on a special transportation vehicle with the following assistance, attendants, modifications, and/or specialized equipment and
precautions:

Specify the disability-related need(s) that require support(s) during transportation (e.g., seizures, a tendency for motion sickness, behavioral or
communication difficulties):
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Speaking of

Update! Boston Public Schools (BPS) reimbursement for
transportation special education services

Transportation:

https://www.massadvocates.org/bps
-reimbursement

https://www.bostonpublicsc
hools.org/Page/6179

e formn, phiscw: rouch the BPS Helpline o1 617-635-8873. I you heve oot et
v ree, plose contiet MACs Helpline o 617-357-833L

Massochusetts Advocates Follow Us ML AC
for Children i Aadia

25 Kingston St, 2ied Flooe @ @ O @ LIVE UNITED

Baoston, MA o211

Phane: (617) 357-843 St up for

Fax: (637) 3578438

I 1l Sos

) s, \ B ~‘<
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What is an Extended Evaluation?

Saran ere Cam
Seran (2000 ammoes
betns et [ amtper Poran Feme

Extended Evaluation Foem

Massachusetts Chapter

PVCEENOEATIOD I A L™

Amerscan Acadesry of Peduatrxcs @

rarw

https:/iwww doe_mass_edu/spediiep/forms/english/e
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We can teach ourselves about special education law
---but we are not special education experts. Learn
from the |IEPs you read and from parent experiences

but also counsel parents on “how to look for the
Massachusetts Chapter helpers”. :

INCORPORATED IN MASSACHUSETTS

American Academy of Pediatrics @
DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN® ' .




Parent Self-Education and Self-Advocacy....it's a marathon

PACER CENTERG

CHAME SRS PO CHRSRIN WITH RSN IITIES

From Needs to Services: Parent Homework Worksheet

Connecting Your Child's Evaluation Summary Report and Individualized
Education Program (IEP)

@

ks your child’s Individualized Education Program (1EP) tailoeed to meeet their neads? This exerciie will give
you the tools 10 help you decide. Once you have completed the Parent Hoesewoek Woeksheet (located oa
page four of this documsent), you willl have specific isformation that will hdp you make the best decksons for

your childs edocation.

You will nead copies of your childs current Evaluation Summuary Report (ESR), which was completed by the
schood, and your chalds cusrent TEP. If you dont have copies, you may request them from your child’s IEP case

maniger. A copy of the worksheet is atached 10 this handout. Yoo may find an celine copy at htips

PACER.org/parenat/icp/icp_services_check.

W

Begin the process by writing down cach of your areas of comcers for your child carrently o foe the futwe
Write downs your top sreas of concern for the upcoming vear and for the TEP. To help you oeganize your thoughts,

FOU May want to use the following Categories

+ InteBecramal functioning (cognitive impairment, needs rdated to processing speed o working msemory)

« Executive functioning (difhiculty with organization, planning & préorkizing, task initiation, and
completion )
Speech, inguage, coosmunication
Health
Semoey regulation (significantly higher o lower takerance for specilic sensory expericaces o
emironmeents)
Socul, emaotional, behavioeal
Assistive technology
Sermory neods related 1o vision or hearing

Gross motoe (large muscle meovements soch as diticulty climbing stairs, catching a ball, pedaling a bike)
Fine motor (sesall muscle movements such as difficaty cutting with scissors, holding & pencil 10 write,

Zipping & jacket)

Activities of daily bving (difficulty cating, dressing, toileting, tramderring froes & chair 1o standing)

Foe students in 9th grade and above:
Transition 1o post-secondary education and trainieg
Transition 1o essplovemnent
Transition 1o independent living

o Stremgtha, interests, sd peeferences
Seq this aside whide you complete the Pasent Homework Worksheet on page four,
Read through your child's Evaleation Summary Report.
+ Underline all your childs educational needs lised in the Evalaaticn Samusary Report
+ Your child’s IEP has 4 section called Present Level of Academic Achievement and Fanctioaal

Performance (PLAAFP) that may also have weful informsation. Underline say needs listed theee ako.
+ Write down all of the items you underlined in colusn cae of the Pasent Homework Worksheet. They do

not nead 1o be put in ordes For exanmple:

©2020, 2004 PACER Center, Inc. | ACTion Sheet PHP.c20
#2151 Normandale Bivd Minseapolin, MN §5457 | Phone (952 8389000 | MN Toll-Free [500) S22 12590

PACER CENTER
ACTION

INFORMATION SHEETS

PACERSPACER org | PACLK oy
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Student Needs

[from Evaluation Sarmmary Report or Fresers Level of
Acadwrrac Ack et rert ;

Teacher can't understand written work of the
student. Occupational Thenpist recomamends help

with fine motor shils. [Page 4- ESR)

Completing colamn ane of the Parest Homewoek Woeksheet willl hedp you break the Evaluation Sumusary
Repont down into manageahle sections.

Now look at the list you made at the beginning of the process to help you answer these questions:
+ Dol ggree that the Evalaation Summary Report is a complete st of nay childs special education neads?
o Dol have sy concenns that arent mentioned?
o Dol agree that the report & accurate? Do [ agree that my child performs & the levels Esed?
o Does the repoat give a dear picture of vy child? Does it give the school an accurate picture of my child?
o I 1 wied additivaal idormatson froe the Present Leved of Acadensic Achievensent and Functional

Performance, & it complete and accurate?

o Are there any neods missing that 1 thisk should be lsged?

Next read through your childs TEP. Read theough your child’s 1EP w0 locate the services and suppoets. Services
and supports are what the schoad uses 10 belp your child accomplish their special edacation gosls and objectives,
as well us make educativn accenible given their special education noads It is lspoetant Soe you 1o keep 1EP gouks
in mind when you are reviewing the services and supports. Underdine all the services or suppaorts tha are listed.
o Grear places 1o book inchude:
Adaptations section (accommodations or modifications), these may indude assistive sechnadogy,
transportation, pesitive behavioe plan, other relaed services
Services chan
- Transition services for stadents 9th grade and shove
« List the service or suppoet on the second colusen disectly next to the need listed in the first colussn,
For example:

Ousce you have completed the services in columan two of the Pasent Homework Worksheet, sk yoursds
o For cach need lised, & there 4 service item 1o meet &7
« Do the services in coussn two sound Be they will meet cach of sy childs seeds in cobumn one?

Congratulationdd Vou have comploted an 15P Workdwet! Mo take o anonent to think about the peocec
+ What did you learn sbout yeur child’s educational seeds froes this exerciie?
Do you have any questions or any aress where moee infoemsation is needed thar ssight be found through
additioeal ce different tests for your child?
Did you have any questions oe any areas where nsoee infomsation is neaded from a schoal psychologist
ce special educasor?
These observations will help you ask the TEP team for more information. For exsmple:
o On page of the evaluation repoet it says my child has 4 seed in the area of
1 doal soe a cusrent service to meeet that need. What service is being
provided 10 meet that need or what service would be appeopriate?
o On page of the evaluation repoet it talks about my childs needs in the area of
¥ feed that sy child has meoee needs in this ares than the coes you have
Ested. What sdditional testing could we consider?

o Onpage  of the JEP 2 says the schoad is providing service. Has my
child shown any peogress in this need area?

It's & good Ides 1o make 4 copy of your comspleted worksheet for cach memsber of the TEP team if you plan to use
it at the TEP meeting. If you are wnahle 10 msake copies, you sy wint 10 ik your childs IEP case ssaniger o
muake copies for everyone and add 1 10 the agenda. Bt will help the 1EP teans focws oa needs, services, and your
highest prioeities foe your child.

Parent Homework Worksheet

Student Needs
(from Exdustion Sunmary Report or Paesent Level of Acadersc
Achsevermect and Functiona Performance)

Services/Supports (from IEP)

Student Needs
(from Ershuston Summary feport or Passent Level of
Acach Ach and sl Performance)

Services/Supports (from IEP)

KEY TERMS:

Evaluation Susamary Repoet (ESR): Sussoarizes the lindings of the special education evaluation conducted
by your childs public school.

Isdividealized Education Program (TEP): The written statessent devedoped for spedial education ssadents
that spells out what special education snd selaed seevices your child will receive

Present Leved of Academic Achievement and Fusctional Performance (PLAAFP): The 1EP team develops
the PLAAFP to descride your childs peesent leved of academic and functional performance

Teacher cannot undevstand written work of the Will receive Occupational Therapy senvices 2 Times
student. Occupational Therpist recommends help per woek for 30 minutes. [Goal 2 and page 9 of
with fine motor silks. (Page 4- ESR) services chart - EP)

Wil receive a copy of lecture notes from teacher o

Trouble writing cls notes (Page 4- ESR) designated peer. Page 1|

Struggies with trarsitions. [Page ¢- ESR) No suppoets found
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|Browse some of the district SPEDPAC/SEPAC
websites in MA for more resources that can help
|parents and YOU:

e

American Academy of Pediatrics 5@‘
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Massqchusetts Chagteir’

https://www.concordspedpac.org/

https://newtonpac.org/resources/

https://www.spedchildmass.com/

https://www.lowell.k12.ma.us/spedpac

https://worcesterschools.org/current-families/family-involvement/special-education-

parent-advisory-council/

https://northamptonschools.org/special-education-parent-advisory-council/

https://www.bostonspedpac.org/
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WHAT IS A
SPECIAL EDUCATION
ADVOCATE?

For more information or to locate
an advocate in your area, please
contact the Federation for Children
with Special Needs, and ask for an
™ Information Specialist.

Federation for Children with Special Needs
The Schrafft Center

529 Street, Suite 1102

Bos MA 02129

(617) 236-7210 (Voice and TTY)

(800) 331-0688 (Toll free in MA)

(617) 241-0330 (F

info@fcsn.org (Information)

www.fcsn.org

An advocate is someone who helps
a parent or family to understand the
special education process.

Advocates can provide information about
special education options and requirements, -
and can help you to seek a specific service E%E

or program for your child. 6 e

-
An advocate can help you carefully read your E .

child's school records, testing information,
and Individualized Education Program (IEP).
If you wish, an advocate may attend Team
meetings with you.

Visit us on the web

A Parents Guide to

Selecting a Special

A skillful advocate who knows local schools Education Advocate
and resources can often see solutions not 3 ‘{ /

immediately obvious to other people. in Massachusetts
An advocate, most importantly, can help you to

become a better advocate for your own child.

https://fcsn.org/wp-content/uploads/

sites/2/2021/08/Selecting-an-Advoca
te-English.pdf

Finding the right advocate for your family means asking the right questions.

Try to interview at least three advocates before hiring one.

A GOOD ADVOCATE...

IS WELL-TRAINED AND KNOWS THE LAW

the advocate has
ganizatio
e does he/she hav
sider asking the advocate specific questions
about sp education laws and regulations
Does t ocate g ar explanations?

UNDERSTANDS SCHOOLS

xplain how to

) prox in school, and

to show how this information can be heipful in
developing the |EP

Find out h e advocate plans to obtain positive
iits for your child, while maintaining a productive
king relationship with your child's school

TAKES TIME TO KNOW YOUR CHILD
o

e individualized to meet his unique
ate should g
individual

e advocate understands the facts of
tuation. If you would like the ad
r child's schoo! ords, the st
orm

EMPOWERS YOU

* Find out how the advocate will try to educate and
empower you to become a better advocate for your
child

Find out when e is available, and how
much time he or | be able to spend

Is the advoc willing to aftend meetings a
child's school?

UNDERSTANDS DISABILITIES

* Find out what the advocate knows about your
child's specific disability

Ask if the advocate has experience with other
children who have the same type of disability, and
consid t is important to you in obtaining an

ACTS PROFESSIONALLY

e to explain r he or she was able
olution with and for other families in

s from the advocate's

drawing up a written agreement of what
the advocate will do for you

If the advocate charges a fee, make sure you know
what the advocate’s fee and/or the retainer amount
will be. Agree to these specifics up front and in
writing

Decide when or if the advocate can speak fo the
school without your permission

Ask that the advocate return all materials when you
are finished working together.

It's important to know that there is no formal
certification or licensing process for advocates.
Most advocates are not trained as lawyers.
A well-trained advocate will help you know
when you need advice from a lawyer.

ADVOCATING FOR
YOUR CHILD

Effective advocacy starts with educating yourself
Make sure you understand your child's disability
and learning style. Become knowledgeable about
your chiid's school program, and leam about your
rights and responsibilities under the law. As a key
member of your child's Team, your goal is to work
collaboratively with teachers and other professionals.

Begin to inform yourself by
looking at the Federation
for Chidren with Specail
Needs website at www
fcsn.org, or contact us at
1-800-331-0688 to find
out about our workshops
and trainings. Other great
resources are the National
Dissemination Center for
Children and Youth with Disabilities at www.nichcy.org,
or disability-specific organizations such as the National
Center for Leaming Disabilities, www.ncid.org, the
National Down Syndrome Congress, www.ndsccenter.
org, or the Autism Society of America, www.autism-
socety.orng.

If you are concemed about your chikd's progress
in school, talkk with your child's teacher, principal, or
IEP Team leader. It is also helpful to speak with other
parents, especially the members of your town's special
education Parent Advisory Councll (PAC). At the
Federation for Children with Special Needs, information
specialists can also answer your questions. If you
have a specific quesbon about laws or regulations, or if
you believe the school is doing something they should
not do, you can call the Program Quality Assurance
office of the Massachusetts Department of Education
(1-781-338-3700)

You can also hire a special education advocate to
assist you. Successful advocates get good results for
students by working cooperatively and openly with
parents and schools. The Federation for Children
with Special Needs provides training for special
education advocates called the Parent Consultant
Training Institute. The Federation maintains contact
information for all persons who have successfully
completed their training.

There are professionals
and volunteers who do
this work ...we can help
by directing parents to
advocates
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Take Home Pearls from the last few months: pm sty et @)

1. The special education process is a challenging journey. Parents will appreciate
your support and whatever guidance you offer.

2. You'll learn from parents and from reading assessment reports & |IEPs. Just be
curious.

3. Picking up the phone and calling a teacher is worth its weight in gold for your
patient and for your learning!

4. Use follow-up visits and telehealth to reasonably accommodate parents’ needs. Bill
accordingly.

5. Pediatricians are not experts in special education, but we can learn some street
signs along the road and lead families to experts who are ready to help. It takes a
“medical village”.

6. Prepare the parents that this is a marathon, not a sprint. Impress on them the
value of self-care.

/. Encourage parents to locate other parents within their district or outside their
district who have had similar educational journeys.

8. “Phone a friend”. Most likely you know someone who knows something or
someone.
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Thank you to Dr. Sarah Canale ar day’s
- attendees
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Our next 'olidays on

Please reach out to MC m with
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Everybody is a genius.
But if you judge a fish
by Its ability to climb a tree,

it will live its whole life
believing that it Is stupid.

— Albert Einstein
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