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January 2026 in vaccine guidance.

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) is issuing this notification to inform
clinicians of a change in recommended reference materials for pediatric immunization
schedules.

DPH has a longstanding and ongoing commitment to promoting evidence-based
immunization practices that protect communities from vaccine

preventable illnesses. Following a review of recent changes to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) pediatric immunization schedule, DPH now recommends
that clinicians in Massachusetts use the American Academy of Pediatrics

(AAP) Recommended Child and Adolescent Immunization Schedule as the primary
reference for the routine immunization of infants, children, and adolescents.
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Is funding for pediatric vaccines at risk?

* Funding and access to pediatric vaccines in
Massachusetts remain secure.

 Currently, pediatric vaccines are available to all o
Massachusetts children through the Vaccine Purchase o e
Trust Fund. (MGL c.111, § 24N) e

 Vaccine Purchase Trust Fund is partially funded by _—r —~

the federal government through the Vaccines for
Children (VFC) Program

* If federal funding for pediatric vaccines is no longer

available, plans are in place to purchase the vaccines
with state funding.
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https://www.google.com/search?q=MGL+c.111%2C+%C2%A7+24N&sca_esv=2dbb9d211eae8335&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1048US1048&sxsrf=ANbL-n7Qj3fKi9lvz0WTgSrlHq-V4wAkyg%3A1771990437720&ei=pW2eabLYK_Cl5NoPvL3nmQc&ved=2ahUKEwiE2f3U2_OSAxUnD1kFHRjiNVYQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=Ma+universal+vaccine+trust+law&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHk1hIHVuaXZlcnNhbCB2YWNjaW5lIHRydXN0IGxhdzIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSLE6UPQjWJwycAF4AJABAJgBf6AB-AOqAQMzLjK4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgWgAuUDwgIIEAAYsAMY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGBJIHAzEuNKAHlROyBwMwLjS4B9YDwgcFMi00LjHIByaACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=MGL+c.111%2C+%C2%A7+24N&sca_esv=2dbb9d211eae8335&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1048US1048&sxsrf=ANbL-n7Qj3fKi9lvz0WTgSrlHq-V4wAkyg%3A1771990437720&ei=pW2eabLYK_Cl5NoPvL3nmQc&ved=2ahUKEwiE2f3U2_OSAxUnD1kFHRjiNVYQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=Ma+universal+vaccine+trust+law&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHk1hIHVuaXZlcnNhbCB2YWNjaW5lIHRydXN0IGxhdzIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSLE6UPQjWJwycAF4AJABAJgBf6AB-AOqAQMzLjK4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgWgAuUDwgIIEAAYsAMY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGBJIHAzEuNKAHlROyBwMwLjS4B9YDwgcFMi00LjHIByaACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=MGL+c.111%2C+%C2%A7+24N&sca_esv=2dbb9d211eae8335&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1048US1048&sxsrf=ANbL-n7Qj3fKi9lvz0WTgSrlHq-V4wAkyg%3A1771990437720&ei=pW2eabLYK_Cl5NoPvL3nmQc&ved=2ahUKEwiE2f3U2_OSAxUnD1kFHRjiNVYQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=Ma+universal+vaccine+trust+law&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHk1hIHVuaXZlcnNhbCB2YWNjaW5lIHRydXN0IGxhdzIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSLE6UPQjWJwycAF4AJABAJgBf6AB-AOqAQMzLjK4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgWgAuUDwgIIEAAYsAMY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGBJIHAzEuNKAHlROyBwMwLjS4B9YDwgcFMi00LjHIByaACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp

DPH Guidance - Use CDC Adult Immunization

Schedule

The CDC Adult Immunization Recommended Adult Immunization Schedule 5G5E
Schedule has not been changed

How to use the adult immunization schedule

Vo 2 iy 3oy’ Hommeen S St
to the same extent as the e —— =B D R A
Childhood/Adolescent Schedule. ———i— =
Because the CDC Adult B e A
Immunization Schedule is mostly IR o

the same as before - DPH " i
continues to recommend clinician T e
use it to guide the routine ~ E=mEee o o© S

immunization fO radu |tS' exce pt b e ';;‘ CONTROL AND PREVENTION

for COVID-19 vaccination. S—— e
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/adult-
age.html
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CDC Provides a SCDM Recommendation for COVID-19

Vaccination for All Ages and Medical Conditions

Ages 19 Years or Older
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Public Health Burden of COVID-19 is Significant

Preliminary 2025-2026 U.S. COVID-19 Burden Estimates > Risk of severe COVID-19 varies with age

CDC estimates™* that, from October 1, 2025 through February 14, 2026, there have been: d nd med |Ca| COﬂd ition.

» COVID-19 vaccines are effective in
i i ’ preventing COVID-19 morbidity.

o i .
* § [w]r." % > Side effects from COVID-19 vaccination
COVID-19 i COVID-19 i COVID-19 i COVID-19 are genera | |y m I|d
llinesses . Outpatient Visits : Hospitalizations : Deaths

*Based on data from September 28, 2025 through February 14, 2026. [ Download Data I
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DPH Issued Guidance for COVID-19 Vaccination

Massachusetts 2025-2026 Respiratory Illness Season
COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations

COVID-19 is an easily transmitted and potentially dangerous respiratory disease caused by
the SARS-CoV-2 virus. COVID-19vaccines are critical tools to reduce public health burden
of COVID-19 disease. COVID-19 vaccines have been shown to be safe and provide ht‘tps //WWW Mmass. g OV/| nfO-

effective protection against serious outcomes, including hospitalization and death. .
details/dph-recommended-

Populations at higher risk for severe COVID-19 outcomes benefit most from vaccination.

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) is committed to providing 9 Ul d an Ce-fO -

resourced, evidence-based recommendations to guide the use of vaccines to protect our vVa CCi N eS#COVi d _ ’l 9 -Va CCi ne-
communities. DPH conferred with scientists and physicians across the northeast region to .

collaboratively develop recommendations for the use of the 2025-2026 COVID-19 gul d ance

vaccines.

The DPH 2025-2026 COVID-19 vaccine recommendations align with those of the Northeast
Public Health Collaborative Recommendations for the 2025-2026 COVID-19 Vaccine and
leading physician professional organizations, including the American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP), the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), and
the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP). The table below summarizes the DPH
COVID-19 vaccine recommendations for the 2025-2026 respiratory season.
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Connect with DPH

X X: @MassDPH

m LinkedIn:
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
‘Dp*’r mass.gov/DPH
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https://x.com/massdph
https://www.linkedin.com/company/massachusetts-department-of-public-health/
https://mass.gov/DPH
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